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As much as the veil is a fabric or article of
clothing, it is also a concept. It can be illusion,

vanity, artifice, deception, liberation,
imprisonment, euphemism, divination,
concealment, hallucination, depression,

eloquent, silence, holiness, the ethers beyond
consciousness, the hidden hundredth name of
God, the final passage into death, even the
biblical apocalypse... Yet the veil can also be a
Lunse Govlach symbol of resistance.” (Heath 2008: 3) There is
THE RE-INVENTION barely any other religious symbol that has been
OF HIJAB recently discussed about as much as the Islamic
S Sl TS s veil. Its meaning varies as much as its
appearance and is highly depending on the local
context. That makes hijab, the Islamic veil, way
more than a simple piece of fabric. When
N examining the headscarf, there are as many
underlying intentions as there are women who
veil, ranging from the hijab being a symbol of self- cultivation (Mahmood 2005), an expression
of modern womanhood (MacLeod 2011), an instrument of women’s oppression (Lazreg 2011)
up until a result of the overlapping of globalization and Islamic ideologies (Ahmed 2012).
Hence, it is quite a challenge to comprehensively answer the question: What is hijab? Instead,
it is crucial to take into consideration, which aspects and developments have contributed to the
veil's current meanings within a particular context. Thus, the spatial as well as the temporal
dimension need to be framed first to allow getting a whole picture of what hijab actually
represents within a given context.

A publication funded by ProMosaik LAPH.

If you are authors, journalists, poets or researchers or if you write as a hobby and want to
publish your works for free with ProMosaik LAPH or if you want to translate your works into
other languages to make them accessible to a wider audience, contact us.

LS tﬁ )
iy W e N www.promosaik-laph.org
Nt
3

b\ Amsterdam Berlino Berna Cagua Dnipropetrovsk Firenze
N Istanbul Kgbenhavn Londra Malaga Manchester Milano

PR UM I] S H ".( lHPH Miinchen Nairobi Singapura Toronto Tunisi Vienna


http://www.promosaik-laph.org/

